I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached 
or enclosed) is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service on the date shown 
below with sufficient postage as First Class Mail, in an envelope addressed to: 
MS Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 




Data% November 14, 2006 Signature: 



atent Application of: 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




Docket No.: 19036/41173 
(PATENT) 



Daisuke Higashihara et al. 



Application No.: 10/537,981 



Confirmation No.: 8722 



Filed: 



November 18, 2005 



Art Unit: 2615 



For: 



METHOD AND DEVICE FOR 



Examiner: Brian T. Pendleton 



MEASURING SOUND WAVE 
PROPAGATION TIME BETWEEN 
LOUDSPEAKER AND MICROPHONE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of 
this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed more than three months after the U.S. 
filing date, OR more than three months after the date of entry of the national stage of a PCT 
application, AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, whichever 
occurs first, but before the mailing date of a Final Office Action or Notice of Allowance (37 
CFR 1.97(c)). 

I hereby certify, pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1), that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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A summary/abstract translation of the non-English language references is enclosed. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,541,279 is the U.S. counterpart to JP 59-102127, and therefore 
serves as a full translation thereof. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(h), Applicant has not submitted copies of U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent applications. Applicant submits herewith copies of foreign patents 
and non-patent literature in accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 
1 .97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" 
for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted 
to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 13-2855, under Order No. 19036/41 173. 
A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 
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